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When we met several weeks ago concerning the Broadcast Flag I made
the point that implementation of the Flag by the FCC is necessary to

preserve ancillary markets for TV programs, including the emerging home
video market for TV shows, and domestic and foreign syndication.

Internet redistribution is a dark and menacing cloud on the D TV horizon. It is

imperative that the FCC act to implement the Broadcast Flag and insure that
consumers will not be denied high value programs on free, over-the-air D TV
stations.
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a stark illustration of this problem from the point of view of foreign

broadcasters.
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Darren Waters
BBC News Online entertainment staff

On Monday I watched the latest episode of ER just a few days after it was
broadcast in the United States.

But I was not in the US -I sat in front of my computer at home to watch the programme,
which I had downloaded from the internet in the interests of research in about five hours.

The growing online availability of TV programmes, and films, is the latest threat to the
entertainment industry still reeling from the effect of peer-to-peer programs, such as
Kazaa and the now-defunct Napster .

After ER, I watched the latest instalment of thriller 24, a new episode of Frasier and a
new episode of Friends, again all in the interests of research.

Almost all the programmes had been broadcast less than a day earlier in the US, many
months before viewers in the UK and Europe will see them.

I used a program called BitTorrent to download the shows, a piece of software which
allows multiple people to download the same programme at the same time.

It is not the only piece of software one can use, but uniquely BitTorrent allows multiple
users to exchange the same information.

'Speed issues'
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At the moment, the numbers using programs like BitTorrent are limited but if the
practice were to take off then it could have widespread implications, she said.

Hit shows

"This is exactly what happened to the music industry.

"Once the genie is out of the bottle you can't put it back in."

Story from BBC NEWS
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